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NASA HQ offers
message urging
all to learn and dream

First stages of Mars
Exploration Rovers
arrive at KSC

Reach for the Stars

by Bill Readdy, associate administrator for the Office of Space Flight

We recently observed the 17th anniversary of the Space Shuttle Challenger accident. It's important to re-
member the vaiant crew of Chdlenger. To your own "Chdlengers” the rest of Americans and citizens of the
world, the Challenger crew's quest to conquer the unknown should continue to serve asan inspiration.

We mug drive for excellence in al we do -- certainly the consequences in human space exploration,
where margins are razor thin, are unthinkable. We are graded on a very harsh curve. For us, 99% is hot an
"A" itisan"F" -- and for us, falureis smply not an option. Likewise, neither is turning our backs on explo-
ration smply becauseit'stoo hard or too risky.

Weoweit to the Dick and Mike and El and JR and Ron and Christaand Greg to continue their quest.

So, we're back. Weve redoubled our efforts and have 88 successful shuttle missions and an Internationd Space Station to show
forit. Earlier this month, STS-107 Columbia, the first Space Shuttle to fly in April 1981, flew during the anniversary of the Chal-
lenger, aswell asour ISS -- now asbig asajumbo jet and now home of the Sixth permanent crew!

Both are due to the commitment to safety of the NASA/contractor Team and evidence that sacrifice of the Challenger crew and
their dream lives on today.

Further, the addition of "Inspiring the Next Generation of Explorers’ asa NASA core mission, assgnment of Chrigtals backup,
Barbara Morgan to fly this year on STS-118 to the ISS to teach from space, and unveiling of the NASA Educator Astronaut Pro-
gram (http://edspace NASA..gov ) to select even more teachers are very compelling tributes to the memory of the STS-51L crew.

So, when you're thinking that math is hard and competition is too: Failure in these kinds of competitions isn't in getting a
wrong answer. Failureisin not participating. Failureisin not pushing yoursdf. Failureisin not giving yoursdf a chanceto learn.
Winning happens by participating, trying, (sometimes not succeeding.) Winning is about learning and not quitting -- not only about
math, but about life.

My very best to you asyou start your own quests. 'Y ou can become whatever you can dream. Reech for the stard

A ELV Update The cruise stage, aeroshell and lander
for the Mars Exploration Rover (MER-2) misson arrived
Monday and have been transferred to the Payload Hazardous
Servicing Facility high bay. The cruise stage and aeroshdll
will be removed from their shipping container today. The
firg of the two Mars Exploration Rovers will arrive at KSC
in February.

Did You Know? An Auction at Ransom Road will
be held Wedneday, Feb. 5, & 9:30 am. Ingpection
date is Tuesday, Feb. 4, from 9:30 am. to 3 p.m. For
details, go to http://surplusksc.nasa.gov..

KSC Countdown is published every Tuesday & Thursday.
Deadlines: 10 a.m. Mondays & Wednesdays. Send information, comments or questions to:
& E-mail - Anita.Barrett-1@ksc.nasa.gov @ Telephone — 867-2815
Find KSC Countdown on the Internet at http://www-pao.ksc.nasa.gov/kscpao/ksccount/2002.htm
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